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Handling Paternity and PostJudgment
Matters
After a Florida family law case has been resolved, there
is often a child support order, a parenting plan and/or
an alimony (also called spousal support) order that has
been put in place. Postjudgment, an event or change
in circumstances may require one or more of these
orders be changed, or modified, to accommodate the
new circumstances. Any of these can be modified post
judgment if the change in circumstances is sufficient
enough to warrant an adjustment. How they can be
modified will vary from case to case, but a general rule
of thumb is if there has been a significant change in
circumstances that were unforeseeable at the time the
order was issued, a modification may be granted.
Common postjudgment modifications include relocation
orders and/or timesharing schedule changes. You may
need to modify a parenting plan or timesharing
schedule if you plan to relocate more than 50 miles
away from your original residence or your residential
time schedule needs to change. Florida courts will only
modify a parenting plan if there is a change in
circumstances significant enough to render the original
parenting plan too difficult to follow and, more
importantly, that the modification is in the best interest
of the child. For example, if the move is not found in the
best interest of the child, your request for a relocation
modification may be denied.
You may also need to modify an alimony, or spousal
support, order if there has been a significant change of
income or financial need of either the payee or the
payor. Child support orders can also be modified when
there has been a change in parental income or in the
residential time schedule. Child support modifications
are common modifications as the elements that
determine child support often change as a child grows
up. If you have a parenting plan or support order in
place that does not need modification, but rather
enforcement, there may be action you can take. Consult
with a seasoned family law attorney if you need help
enforcing an order. A skilled attorney may be able to
help you request a wage garnishment. In extreme
circumstances, if a person repeatedly does not comply
with a court order, they can be found in contempt. Your
attorney can file a motion for contempt for you. If this
person is found in contempt by the judge, he or she
may be ordered to pay your attorney fees related to the
contempt motion.
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and highschool students
come to learn valuable
life and leadership skills
through mentors and
group activities that will
enable them to become
bright and successful
leaders in the community.
Project Leadership just
concluded its 21st
session and is in hiatus,
awaiting Project
Leadership 22, which is
scheduled to take place
in the summer. Project
Leadership has taught
over 600 kids to date and
is continuing to grow and
flourish under a great
team of leaders.
Project Leadership is
open to ALL middle and
highschool students and
highschool students will
be awarded service
hours for attending. The
dates for Project
Leadership 22 will be
updated once the dates
are set. For more
information, visit the
website, or email Arlene
Longo.

Paternity actions are a little different than postjudgment
matters in that they cannot be modified due to a simple
change in circumstances. When a married couple has a
child, paternity is implied. With unmarried parents, legal
fatherhood, also called paternity, needs to be legally
established. There are a few ways in which you can
establish paternity if you are not married. The mother
and alleged father can sign an acknowledgment of
paternity, have genetic testing done or establish
paternity through a court order. An unmarried couple
can also get married and modify the birth certificate.
There are rare cases where a disestablishment of
paternity is called for. In these cases, when new facts
arise that demonstrate that the original paternity
established was not correct, you can file a petition to
disestablish paternity with the court and then have your
child support obligation ended. If you are seeking to
disestablish paternity, consult with a Florida family law
attorney about your case and your options for action.
Both paternity actions and postjudgment modifications
are complex areas of family law so be sure to consult
with a qualified Florida family law attorney with
experience handling these types of actions to ensure
you have the best possible chance at having your post
judgment modification granted or establishing or
disestablishing paternity.
Are you or a loved one in the South Florida area and
have questions about postjudgment matters or
paternity actions? Coral Springs family law attorney
Scott J. Brook, P.A. has experience handling Florida
postjudgment modifications and paternity actions
successfully. Scott J. Brook can help you take the right
steps towards a favorable outcome in your family law
case. Contact our Coral Springs, Florida office at (954)
7575551 or through our online form today.
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The information you obtain in this newsletter is not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice.
You should consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation.
We invite you to contact us and welcome your calls and emails.
Contacting us does not create an attorneyclient relationship.
Please do not send any confidential information to us until such time as an attorneyclient relationship has
been established.

PUBLISHED BY
Too busy to create an enewsletter? Let The Rainmaker Institute do it for you!
www.TheRainmakerInstitute.com
Scott J Brook PA | 2855 N. University Drive | Suite 510 | Coral Springs | FL | 33065

2/2

